May 2014 Vol. 15 No. 1

Ending the Pre-School to Prison Pipeline

By Ed Davis, Chair, RIMN

In March this year Texas newspapers featured alarming articles about the volume
of children in pre-school on up suspended by administrators for “unacceptable” behaviors.
The number of suspensions is indeed remarkable and depressing. Clearly we have behavior
problems and clearly we have applied remedies that do not work and have produced out-
comes exactly opposite to our stated goals.

How we treat our children greatly shapes who they are. How we treat our children
greatly shapes how they will treat their children. The family and the schools have a massive
impact on what children become.

Discipline should be an act of caring designed to protect child and society from
individual behavior that is destructive to the individual and those around him/her. If we do
not like the outcomes of our child rearing, we must change what we do while keeping our

eye on the need to nurture. Continued on Page 16
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Regional News by Richard Blake

By Richard Blake
Sacramento, California —

The California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) provided more than $ 2.5 million to victims of
crime as restitution ordered by county Superior Judges. CDCR’s Unknown Victims unit was instituted in 2010 due to difficulty
in disbursing funds collected from prisoners for the benefit of victims because of incomplete and outdated records. It is important
for those entitled to restitution ordered by the courts to make to provide your local district attorney’s office any updated contact
information.

The CDCR is introducing a pilot program which will provide rehabilitative services to long term offenders to aid them
in an easier transition back into the community upon release. Because of the length of incarceration, the changes in technology,
and societal changes, tools are now being provided that will help them to be successful in their rehabilitation. For additional in-

formation you can visit the CDCR website.

There are plans to Build New Housing Units at Two Existing Prisons; the Richard J. Donovan Correctional Facility in
San Diego, and on land adjacent to Mule Creek State Prison in lone. These additions will provide a total of over 2,300 beds and
show the State’s ongoing effort to comply with Federal court orders to provide adequate inmate health care and reduce over-

crowding.

The CDCR published a recent report showing that the state’s recidivism rate declined from 67.5 percent four years ago.

These results are attributed to the use of more evidence based rehabilitation efforts.
Four California Counties-

Alameda, San Joaquin, San Diego, and Solano, have been selected to participate in an innovative program for youth
involved in county child welfare and the juvenile justice system. The Positive Youth Justice Initiative (PYJI) will concentrate

their efforts on providing holistic care for high risk disadvantaged youth that they will need to succeed as adults.
Folsom —

The California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) are expanding their education and job training
programs for women offenders at two facilities, the Green Valley Training Center, and the Folsom Women’s Facility. This pro-
gram will provide job skills in high-tech computer training in “Autodesk” software. Graduates will receive certification of com-
pletion and will be also be given help in obtaining jobs, when released or paroled, in areas of Architectural, Mechanical, or Engi-

neering fields. This is a first of its kind program at a state prison location.
San Francisco —

A Fair Chance Ordinance was recently passed by the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to improve fairness in public

and private hiring.

The initiative calls for the removal of the box on initial employment applications that reveal an applicant’s criminal his-

tory. This allows the applicant to first be considered for employment based on the merits of experience and qualifications.

Continued on Page 3

PAGE 2 RINEWS



Regional News by Richard Blake

Continued from Page 2
St. Joseph County, Indiana —

“Reading for Life,” a Notre Dame-based program offers second chances to juvenile offenders using literature as an alter-
native to community service and to reduce recidivism among teen offenders. The program has been effectively operating for over
five years. Studies indicate that of the 100 participants studied only six have been in trouble with the law since. Officials with the
Thomas N. Frederick Juvenile Justice Center in South Bend credit the program as being more successful than traditional pro-
grams and community service alternatives. The program is not for teaching reading skills, but it is designed to develop character,
moral fortitude, and to help the participants make right choices.

Springfield, Illinois —

The Illinois Supreme Court recently ruled that inmates serving mandatory life sentences for murders committed as juve-
niles will receive new sentencing hearings, opening the door for approximately 100 imprisoned killers a possible release. Some
of these inmates, who were only 14 years old, at the time of their sentencing, will now be allowed to present evidence, which

includes the circumstances of their background and of rehabilitative efforts while in prison.
Albany, New York —

The state of New York has just become the largest prison system to curb the use of solitary confinement. New York
made sweeping changes this week to the way prisons use solitary confinement. The agreement, signed by a federal judge was
prompted by a federal lawsuit filed by critics who say thousands of inmates were being held for months and even years in isola-
tion, often for minor infractions. While the case was going through the federal court system the claims were being studied by the
governor, state corrections officials, and reform advocates. The action calls for the development of stricter guidelines on the use
of solitary confinement, will restrict the length of time an inmate can be locked in solitary confinement, and working toward

limiting the use of solitary confinement as a punishment for only the most severe violations.
Lansing, Michigan —

The nineteenth annual “Exhibition of Art by Michigan Prisons” at the Dunderstadt Center Gallery on the campus of the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor is being hosted this month by the Citizens for Prison Reform.
A “Legislative Education Day” is schedule for May 15" at the state capitol. Detailed plans for this and other programs

of interest on themes of restorative justice, prison reform, and victims’ rights are featured regularly on their website.

RJNews publications are dependent upon contributions from readers.
Anyone wishing to make a donation may do so by sending a check or money order to:
Restorative Justice Ministries Network of Texas, 1229 Avenue J, Huntsville, TX 77340.
Or you are welcome to make your donation online http:www.rjmntexas.net/donate/htm.

RJMN is a 501¢3 religious organization. All donations are tax deductible.
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Honoring Emmett Solomon

Continued from Page 1

The State of Texas

Resolution
WHEREAS, Restorative Justice Ministries Network of Texas is marking its 20th anniversary on March 28, 2014, and

this occasion provides an ideal time to recognize the many god works carried out by this worthy organization and its founder,

Emmett Solomon; and

WHEREAS, After attending seminaries in New York, Kentucky and Fort Worth, Texas, Mr. Solomon entered jail min-
istry as a volunteer in 1955 the experience led him to embark on a career as a correctional chaplain in 1964 for the Huntsville
Unit of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice; resuming his studies with courses in clinical pastoral education, he eventually
graduated with a Master's degree in criminal justice from Sam Houston State University; he was elevated to the post of Director

of Chaplaincy for the department in the 1980s and served in that role for another 10 years before retiring; and

WHEREAS, In 1993, Mr. Solomon established Restorative Justice Ministries Network with the vision of uniting
churches and other faith-based institutions to connect with released offenders and help guide them on a path to rehabilitation and
reintegration into society; he has invested a great deal of time and energy, as well as his own money, to ensure RIMN's success at
reaching those in need, while never accepting compensation of any kind from the ministry's coffers; along the way, he personally
mentored a number of men and women who went on to begin similar ministries, and he is the publisher of Restorative Justice

News, a quarterly trade journal that has enjoyed a wide circulation in churches and correctional institution; and

WHEREAS, This respected citizen and spiritual leader was honored in 2005 with the Chaplain Ray Hoekstra Lifetime
Achievement Award, becoming one of only a select few prison ministers to receive the accolade; he is supported in all his en-

deavors by his wife of more than 50 years, Jan, who serves as an adjunct professor at Sam Houston State University; and

WHEREAS, Emmett Solomon has made a profound impact through his leadership and unwavering belief in the re-

demptive power of faith and his efforts continue to transform the lives of countless people for the better; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That Emmett Solomon be honored on the 20th anniversary of his founding of Restorative Justice Minis-
tries Network of Texas and that all those attending the celebration be extended sincere best wishes for a meaningful and memora-
ble event.

Sylvester Turner
State Representative
District 139
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Continuing Care for Women Re-entering Houston

Portal Houston continuing care program is meeting the needs of forgotten women who slip through the cracks in society.

The Portal is an after incarceration program of Qil of Joy specifically for women and targets the Houston inner-city communities.

The current rate of incarceration for women is growing twice as fast as that of men. Their reasons for incarceration are
vastly different, and the challenges they face in returning home are complicated. Most of these women are the sole provider for

their children.

Portal Houston is a lifeline which begins by identifying the women's strengths and their needs while they are still in pris-
on. Upon their release they are met with a smiling face and a wonderful, loving support system. Our case volunteers and case

managers work closely with the ladies to insure their permanent life success.

Portal Houston, anchored in biblical teaching, life-skills education, and case management accountability, is a three-
phase program lasting for 12 months following release from prison. With your financial support, this one of a kind ambitious
program provides amazing help by direct delivery of services and referrals to community partner organizations. Advocacy, coun-
seling, reunification of families, parenting, GED, college assistance, and job placement awakens the ladies to a long forgotten

dream of a normal life.

With your help these forgotten ladies can become healthy, productive citizens and neighbors in our communities. The

next generation will be stronger because you cared.

Portal of Houston continuing care program is a 501(c)3 non-profit, donation and faith-based initiative in partnership

with the Texas Criminal Justice System. Your contributions are charitable donations.
Your partnership is vital to the success of the program. The need is great, so any donation will be appreciated.

For information contact: Rhonda Arias, Executive Director at 713-419-1214.

Bus Station Ministry, Kingwood United Methodist

TDCJ Volunteer Newsletter January 2014

Texas Department of Criminal Justice releasees arrive at the Greyhound station from a Houston-area women's facility,
most are overwhelmed and scared. "Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ", is the greeting that is heard. The women are escorted
to a service center, provided lunch and asked to choose an outfit, shoes and tote bag for their travels out of Houston. Volunteers
pray and encourage them before they are sent to their next destination. Sometimes, an indigent woman is escorted to a shelter
such as the Salvation Army's Sally's House transitional shelter. The Bus Ministry has existed for 6 years and is organized and

funded by volunteers from the Kingwood United Methodist Church and Kingwood Christian Church.

More than eighty ex-offenders are met each month and guided through a safe release. The Bus Ministry is wishing to
expand their services beyond just Wednesdays and Fridays to include Monday - Friday. Want to learn how you can help? Con-

tact: Beth Whittier at bwhittier@kingwoodcable.com.
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Restorative Justice Ministry Events Calendar

April 26, 2014, Special Volunteer Training 1:00pm-5:00pm
Sponsor: Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ)

Location: Wimberly Public Library, 400 FM 2325, Wimberly, TX
For information contact: Chaplain McComb at 512-268-0079

May 2-4, 2014, Wilberforce Weekend 2014

Sponsor: The Chuck Colson Center for Christian Worldview
Location: Westfield Marriott Washington Dulles

For information; http://wilberforceweekend.com/

May 3, 2014, Tennessee Prison for Women

Sponsor: Wings for LIFE International

Location: Nashville, TN

For information contact: Chaplain Yolanda Walker at 615-714-1255 ext.7284 or Yolands.F.Walker@state.tn.us

May 16, 2014, 19th Anniversary Celebration Banquet

Sponsor: Wings for LIFE International

Location: St. John’s United Methodist Church, Albuquerque, NM
For information and registration: http://wingsforlifeinternational.org/

May 29-31, 2014, IMPACT 2014 Correctional Ministry Summit
Sponsor: Correctional Ministries & Chaplains Association

Location: Wheaton College, IL

For information call 630-752-7085 or email info@cmcainternational.org

June 14, 2014, Denver Women’s Prison

Sponsor: Wings for LIFE International

Location: Denver, CO

For information contact: annedenfield@wingsministry.org

June 16-20, 2014, Canadian School of Peacebuilding

Location: Winnipeg, MB

Sponsor: Canadian Mennonite University

For information; Email csop@cmu.ca, Registration: http://csop.cmu.ca/index.php/registration/.

June 18-20, 2014, COPE Regional Conference
Sponsor: COPE International

Location: Indianapolis, IN

For information contact: office@copeconnections.org

June 20, 2014, Summer Stakeholder’s Meeting, 12 noon—3:00pm

Sponsor: Harris County Sheriff’s Office Reentry Program

Location: 701 N. San Jacinto, Houston, TX

For information and RSVP: Jennifer.herring@sheriff.hctx.net Continued on Page 7
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Restorative Justice Ministry Events Calendar

Continued from Page 6

June 23-27 2014, Canadian School of Peacebuilding

Location: Winnipeg, MB

Sponsor: Canadian Mennonite University

For information: Email csop@cmu.ca, Registration: http://csop.cmu.ca/index.php/registration/.

June 28, 2014, Springer Correctional Facility

Sponsor: Wings for LIFE International

Location: Springer, NM

For information contact: annedenfield@wingsministry.org

July 1-4, 2014, The World Mediation Summit-Madrid 2014

Sponsor: The Polytechnic University of Madrid and World Mediation Organisation
Location: Madrid, Spain

For information and registration: www.worldmediationsummit.org/summit/registration.html

July 12, 2014, NM Women’s Recovery Academy

Sponsor: Wings for LIFE International

Location: Albuquerque, NM

For information contact: annedenfield @wingsministry.org
Let us place your

August 9, 2014, 19th Community Back-To-School Party :

Sponsor: Wings for LIFE International RJM events

Location: Albuquerque, NM on the Events Calendar!
For information contact: annedenfield@wingsministry.org Send information to:
September 22-26, 2014, COPE Regional Conference R.J.NEWS@restorativejusticenews.net
Sponsor: COPE International Include the Type of Event, Date(s),

Location: Greenshoro, NC :
For information contact: office@copeconnections.org

Location, Sponsor(s), and

Contact information

October 4, 2014, Southwestern Correctional Facility
Sponsor: Wings for LIFE International

Location: Hobbs, NM

For information contact: annedenfield@wingsministry.org

October 25, 2014, ElImont Correctional Institution
Sponsor: Wings for LIFE International

Location: Clairsville, OH

For information contact: annedenfield@wingsministry.org

November 15, 2014, Stringfellow Prison

Sponsor: Wings for LIFE International

Location: Rosharon, TX (Houston area)

For information contact: annedenfield@wingsministry.org

MAY 2014
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Ministries Directory

May 2014

Use this Ministry ID Key to locate Ministry Emphasis:
*1=Prison *2=Non-residential Aftercare *3=Victim *4=Professionals *5=Juvenile Offenders *6=Family
*7=Resources for other RIMs *8=Residential Aftercare *9=Jails *10=By Mail

*CANADA

1,2,3, Bridges to New Life Society

6,7,9 Rob Baskin
1197 Sutherland Ave
Kelowna
BC V1V 5Y2
1-250-448-6975
1-250-448-6977 Fax
hope@bridgestnl.org
www.bridgesTNL.org

1,7 Restorative Justice Ministry
Network of Canada
Darryl McCullough
89 Kimberley Avenue
Bracebridge on P1L 2A4
705-646-2657
705-646-5828 Fax
darryl.mccullough@sympatico.ca

Canadian School of Peacebuilding.
Canadian Mennonite University
500 Shaftesbury Blvd

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3P2N2
204-487-2200

*SCOTLAND

1 Christian Prison Ministries
Scotland
Colin Cuthbert
PO Box 8806

Carluke ML8 4RJ
015-557-71157

ALABAMA

7 Mothers Against Methamphe-
tamine
Mary Holley, M.D.
PO Box 8

Arab 35016-0008
256-498-6262
256-498-6263 Fax
drholley@mamasite.net
WwWw.mamasite.net

10 Anti-drug Correspondence Course
ARKANSAS
9 Cornerstone Baptist Jail
Chaplaincy
Ron Faught
PO Box 93

Cave City 72521
ronfaught3@aol.com

CALIFORNIA

1,5,9, Follow up Ministries

10 Glenn L Morrison
PO Box 2514

Castro Valley 94546-0514
510-881-1178
510-881-8043 Fax
Fumi2000@msn.com
www.followupministries.org

COLORADO

5 Youth Transformation Center
Jeannette Holtham
PO Box 38074
Colorado Springs 80937
719-440-1983
www.youthtransformationcenter.org

4 Desert Waters

Ventline for Correctional Staff &
Families

PO Box 355

Florence 81226

866-968-8368
youvent@desertwaters.com
www.desertwaters.com

FLORIDA
1,4,9,10 Christ To Inmates
Rev Perry Davis
PO Box 309
DelLand 32721
386-734-4383

christtoinmates@cfl.rr.com

8(M) Prisoners of Christ
Daniel O Palmer
PO Box 28159
Jacksonville 32226-8159
904-358-8866
904-358-8829 Fax

1,2,6,10 Set My Way Free Ministries

James Gossaid

221 N Hogan St #141

Jacksonville 32202

904-355-4190

904-355-4195 FAX

setmywayfree87@gmail.com

http://sites.google.com/site/setmywayfr

eeministries

1,8(M), Matthew 25 Ministries Inc
10 PO Box 5690
Lake Worth 33466
561-432-9072
dickwitherow@comcast.net
www.matthew25ministries.org

1 Diocese of Palm Beach
Sr Betty Franscino OSF
PO Box 109650
Palm Beach Gardens 33410-9650
561-775-9543

1 Horizon Communities Inc.
Ike Griffin. President
2245 South Monroe
Tallahassee 32301
650-561-4013 Office
407-252-6123 Mobile
Administrative Office
405 EI Camino Real Ste
Menlo Park CA 94025
Ike@horizoncommunities.org
www.horizoncommunities.org

ILLINOIS

8 Koinonia House National
Ministry for families
Manny Mill
PO Box 1415

Wheaton 60189-1415
630-221-9930
630-221-9932
info@koinoniahouse.org
www.koinoniahouse.org

INDIANA

8 Wings Of Hope
Linda Kluczinske, Exec Dir
2720 Fairfield Ave
Fort Wayne
260-745-1005
bhldthLamb@aol.com
www.wingsofhopeprisonministry.org

46807

IOWA

7,10 ECS Ministries
Alan Stoltz
PO Box 1028
Dubuque 52004-1028
563-585-2070
563-585-1660 Fax
astoltz@ecsministries.org
www.ecsministries.org

LOUISIANA

1,2 Moore Life Institute
Katherine M Spears
PO Box 6433
Bossier City 71171-6433
318-742-9304
318-752-3159 Fax
kmoorelife@aol.com
www.moorelifeinstitute.com

MASSACHUSETTS

2 Scotland Congregational Church
Rev Peter Barclay
1000 Pleasant St
Bridgewater 02324-2211
508-697-7402
prbarclay@aol.com

8 The Bridge House, NEAM INC
Tom Stevens, Exec Director
PO Box 136
Framingham 01704-0136
508-872-6194
toms@bridgehouseneam.org
www.bridgehouseneam.org
Jean Sullivan, Intake Coordinator
jeans@bridgehouseneam.org

MAINE

2,3,6, Set Free in Maine

7,9 Kenneth Stephens
249 Cushnoc Rd
Vassalboro 04989
207-622-4709
207-512-2010 Fax

PAGE 8
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2,3,6,7,9

Northeast Dream Center
Pastor Ken Stevens

18 Lithgow St

Winslow 04901-7149
207-692-2128

MICHIGAN

6

MISSOURI

1,2,6,8

Crossroad Bible Institute
Dr David Schuringa

PO Box 900

Grand Rapids 49509-0900
616-530-1300
616-530-1302 Fax
david@cbi.fm

Mission Gate Prison Ministry
Rick Mathes

PO Box 6644

Chesterfield 63006
636-391-5860

636-391-6611 Fax
MissionGateMinistry@msn.com
www.MissionGateMinistry.org

Beyond the Fences Ministries
of Restorative Justice

Rev. Harold Johnson

4120 SW James Younger Dr
Lee’s Summit 64082
816-537-5696
hmjohnso@sbcglobal.net

http://associations.missouristate.edu/morjc/

NEBRASKA

1,2,7

Released and Restored

Ruth Karlsson

PO Box 94633

Lincoln 68509
402-806-0565
ruth@releasedandrestored.org
www.releasedandrestored.org

NEW MEXICO

1,6

Wings Ministry

Ann Edenfield Sweet

2270 D Wyoming Blvd. NE #130
Albuguerque 87112
505-291-6412

505-291-6418 FAX

AnnEdenfield@WingsMinistry.org

www.WingsMinistry.org

Author: Family Arrested: How to Sur-
vive the Incarceration of a Loved One

NEW YORK

1,9

1,2

Volunteers In Corrections
Assemblies of God Prison/Jail
Ministries

Chaplain Don Snyder

12111 Ridge Rd

Medina 14103
dsnyderO1@rochester.rr.com

New Beginnings for Women
Karen Lafina Alo

1350 Five Mile Line Rd

Penfield 14526

585-746-7730
newbeginnings@rochester.rr.com

1,2,3,4,
5,6,7,9

Pastor Dave’s Prison Ministry
Dave Umfreville

5140 Main St Suite 303-139
Williamsville 14221
716-867-6737
davidumf@live.com

NORTH CAROLINA

10

10

OHIO
1,7

Christian Pen Pal

PO Box 11296

Hickory 28603

828-256-6100
cppnews@hotmail.com
http://www.Christian-penpals.com

Ruff Edge Ministries
Frank Brickman

5164 Old Lexington Rd
Asheboro 27205-9647
336-740-2963
missty337@hotmail.com

Restorative Justice Ministry of Ohio
Jeff Hunsaker

34 Glencoe Rd

Columbus 43214-3710
614-263-9097

jhuns@wowway.com

OKLAHOMA

1’374,5,
7,9,10

1,2,5,
6,8(B)

10

Institutional Restorative Justice
Ministries

Charles Holybee

PO Box 123

Eufaula 74432-0123
918-689-4903

918-478-5539 Fax
cholybee@hotmail.com

Letters for the Lord
c/o Linda Odell

PO Box 593

Harrah 73045-0593
godell5@cox.net

Criminal Justice & Mercy
Ministry OK Methodist Conf.
Stan Basler

1501 NW 24th

Oklahoma City 73106
405-530-2015
shasler@okumc.org

Christian Motorsports Ministries
Prison Victory Magazine

Roland Osborne

1006 W Taft #225

Sapulpa 74066

607-742-3407
roland@christianmotorsports.com
www.christianmotorsports.com

PENNSYLVANIA

10

PrisonMail.org
Earl Garber

PO Box 1602
Altoona 16603
814-742-7500
info@prisonmail.org
www.prisonmail.org

1,3,7,8

Narrow Path Prison Ministries

Rev Gordon Coppersmith

240 E 4" st

Emporium 15834
nppm4him@cameroncounty.org
http://prisonministry.net/nppm

Justice & Mercy Inc
Rev John Rush, MCL
PO Box 223

Reading 19607
610-777-2222
rushjoes@aol.com
WWW.justicemercy.org

The Yokefellowship Prison Ministry

(YPM)
New Person Center

Rev John L Rush, Executive Director

PO Box 223

Reading 19607
610-777-2222
info@yokefellowship.org
www.yokefellowship.org

SOUTH CAROLINA

5,10

1,9,10

Epiphany Ministry Inc
Peggy New

PO Box 1923

Conway 29528-1923
843-248-3677

843-248-8835 Fax
pnew@epiphanyministry.org
www.epiphanyministry.org

Justice Ministries/

Prison Evangelism Outreach
Sid Taylor

PO Box 3353

Pawleys Island 29585-3353
843-458-4664
staylor73@sc.rr.com

SOUTH DAKOTA

1,2,3,10

1,2,8(M)

Prison Lighthouse

Rev Reagan Beauchamp
45794 266th St
Humboldt 57035-6815
605-363-3784
sdpchaplains@juno.com

Prison Congregations of America Inc

Mary Mortenson

PO Box 1132

Mitchell 57301

605-990-8330
mary@prisoncongregations.org
WWW.prisoncongregations.org

Family Connection/Children’s
Connection

Dawn Brende

303 N Minnesota Ave

Sioux Falls 57104-6012
605-357-0777

605-357-0780 Fax
familyconnect@hotmail.com

MAY 2014
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TEXAS

1,2,7,9,10

1,2

1’2’49
6,8,10

1,6,7,
9,10

Eunice Chambless Hospitality
House

13378 Fm 3522

Abilene 79601-8770
325-548-2180

325-675-5414 Fax
echhdir@netscape.com

TAX - Abilene
Corrine Hansen
2657 Rountree Dr
Abilene 79601-2034
325-676-5741

Mission Arlington
210 W South St
Arlington 76010
817-277-6620

A Vision Of Hope Prison Ministry
Reverend Jeremy Koch-Founder/
President

P.O. Box 201321

Austin 78720

512-761-2755

512-285-6245 FAX
avisionofhopel2@gmail.com
www.avisionofhope.org

Good Hope Prison Ministries
The God of Hope Ministries
Robert Dorrough

4220 Monterey Oaks Blvd
Austin 78749

512-891-1649
rdorrough@TheGodofHope.org

Linda Dueker—Women’s Director
Idueker@TheGodofHope.org

Restorative Christian Outreach Min.

Mack Bailey

7506 Ed Bluestein Blvd
Austin 78723
512-926-2431
midway3060@yahoo.com

Light for New Life Min Inc

Rev Don Domeracki

PO Box 170501

Arlington 76003-0501
817-572-5305
ddmeracki@tx.rr.com

www. lightfornewlifeministries.org

St Theresa Catholic Church Prison
Ministry

Rev. Justin Udomah

4311 Small Dr

Austin 78731

512-451-5121

frjustin@sttaustin.org

3

1,3,5,8,9

23

1’2’3,4, 57
6,7,8,9,10

16

Victim Services Division-TDCJ
Angie McCown, Director

PO Box 13401

Austin 78711-3401
800-848-4284

512-406-5417 Fax

Wheless Lane Christian Brothers
Restorative Ministry

Robert Mitchell/Robert Sephus
2702 Wheless Ln

Austin 78723

512-926-2988
c-mitchell@webtv.net
www.whelesscoc.org

Christian Life Crisis Intervention
Dion Ainsworth

PO Box 20618

Beaumont 77720-0618
409-898-8797

409-736-3983 Fax

dion@gtba.org

www.gtba.org

Compassion Christian
Counseling

Vande Derrick

1297B Calder
Beaumont 77701
409-832-5772
409832-7224 Fax

Criminal Justice Ministry/Diocese of
Beaumont

Deacon Harry Davis

PO Box 3948

Beaumont 77701-2802

409-924-4300

409-838-4511 Fax
criminaljustice@dioceseofbmt.org
www.dioceseofbmt.org

Golden Triangle Baptist Assoc.
Dion Ainsworth

PO Box 7728
Beaumont
409-898-8797
dion@gtba.org
www.gtba.org

77726

International Institute of
Faith Based Counseling
Debbie Marcantel

PO Box 20723

Beaumont 77720
409-832-9060
409-832-7224 FAX
info@iifbc.com
www.iifbc.com

6

3,4,5,6,
7,9,10

1,9,10

Shepherd's Inn Gaspard Center
Mary Green

PO Box 20618

Beaumont 77720-0618
409-898-8797

409-892-9534 Fax
mary@gtba.org

www.gtba.org

COPE

Fauhn Schierer

PO Box 210992

Bedford, TX 76095
682-292-8009
682-292-0836 Fax
office@copeconnections.org
WWWw.copeconnections.org

J.A.LL. Ministry Inc
Steve Cannon

PO Box 634

Belton 76513-0634
254-933-8506
254-933-7569 Fax
jailmin@vvm.com

Manasseh Ministries

Muriel C. Roger

6705 FM 279

Ben Wheeler 75754-5205
903-852-4402
manassehministries7@juno.com

Holy Ground Prison Ministry
Johnny T Horan

PO Box 2526

Brenham 77833

979-836-6328
daphne@gcfchurch.us

Harvest House
349 NW Renfro
Burleson 76028
817-295-6252

St John Baptist Church

Rev R Michael Stromille

1508 S Broadway Dr
Carrollton 75006
972-242-9194
SIBC@saintjohncarrollton.com
www.saintjohncarrollton.com

Redeemed Ministries

Betty G Oates

PO Box 891

Chico 76431-0891

940-644-5237

940-644-2982 Fax
RedeemedMinistry@hotmail.com
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1,2,3,5,
6,7,9,10

1,9

1,7,9

1,2,4,5,
7,9,10

157’9’
10

1,7

Newlife Behavior Ministries
Buck Griffith

3833 S Staples Ste S-101
Corpus Christi 78472-2188
361-855-3372

361-855-7469 Fax
nlbcasa@yahoo.com
www.nlbm.org

Prayer-Life Seminars Inc
Hugh White

630 Meadowbrook Dr
Corpus Christi 78412-3019
361-993-7651

361-985-8615 Fax
hughlwhite@aol.com
www.prayer-lifeseminars.org

The Ministry Church, Inc
Therapon, Belief Therapy® &
Prisoners of Hope®

Dr Paul Carlin, President

PO Box 1168

Crockett 75835

936-544-5400
theraponinst@earthlink.net
www.theministrychurch.org

Care Center Ministries
Mel Gipson

PO Box 171059

Dallas 75217
214-824-9852
214-824-3499
pastormelvin@yahoo.com

Christian Fellowship Enrichment
Jim Lang

PO Box 700023

Dallas TX 75370

972-283-7871
jimlang41@aol.com

First Baptist Dallas Prison Min.
Jerry Bedison

1707 San Jacinto St

Dallas 75201

214-969-7746

214-969-7720 Fax
jbedison@firstdallas.org
www.firstdallas.org

Freedom Outreach Ministries
Mel Gipson

PO Box 180941

Dallas 75218

214-325-9583

214-824-3499 Fax
pastormelvin@yahoo.com

Inmate Discipler Fellowship/TX
Baptist Men

Mark Hollis

5351 Catron Drive

Dallas 75227-9927

214-828-5347
Mark.hollis@texasbaptistmen.org
www.inmatedisciplerfellowship.org

1,5,6,7

1,2,3,9

1’27374’5’
6,7,9,10

1,3,6,
7,9,10

1,789,
10

1,2,4,7

5,6,

Ministry to Ministries
Jim Lang

PO Box 700023

Dallas 75370
214-215-6226
972-283-7871
jimlang41!@aol.com

R O D Ministires
Dale Truitt

PO Box 710385
Dallas 75371-0385
214-827-8555
214-824-5355 Fax
ddtruitt@hotmail.com
www.rodministries.org

St Francis Anglican Church

Fr William Conner

PO Box 140182

Dallas, 75201

972-900-7298
frwilliam@catholic.org
www.angelfire.com/tx5/holycross

Texas Baptist Men

Don Gibson

5351 Catron Dr

Dallas 75227-9927
214-828-5353

214-232-1856
Don.gibson@texashaptistmen.org
www.texashaptistmen.org

The Salvation Army

6500 Harry Hines Blvd
Dallas 75235

214-956-6276

214-956-6059 Fax
www.salvationarmytexas.org

Worldwide Voice in the
Wilderness

Johnny Moffitt

PO Box 740273

Dallas 75374
972-234-6009
972-234-6050 Fax
info@wviw.com
WWW.WViw.com

Air Chapel

Terry Dyer

320 King Ave

Denison 75020
903-786-5899
tdyer@mail.airchapel.org
www.airchapel.org

Prison Fellowship Ministries—TX
Mercury Bynum

PO Box 602

Desoto 75123

469-232-8013

682-222-7385 FAX
Mercury_bynum@pfm.org

Lutheran Prison Ministry
Attn: Rev Stephen Heimer
301 South Schutz Drive

1,2,5,9,10

El Paso, Texas 79907
sheimer@ylm.org
Rev Karl Heimer
heimer@ylm.org

Deep In The Word Prison Ministry
Partner in Christ, James Guerra

PO Box 4752

Fort Worth 76164

214-883-3601

jguerra789@aol.com

1,2,6,7,9 Mercy Heart State Office

8 (VM)

10

1,2,4,6,7,
8(F),9,10

8 (F)

Roger Hollar, Director Pastor
PO Box 163783

Fort Worth 76161
817-514-0290 Office
817-281-7413 Fax
info@mercyheart.org
www.mercyheart.org

New Name Ministries

Jon R. Cordeiro, National Director
PO Box 11694

Fort Worth 76110

817-920-5886
newnameministries@sbcglobal.net
WwWWw.hewnameministries.org
www.unprecedentedthebook.com

Parents and Children Together
(PACT)

Rev Suzanne Boeglin

2836 Hemphill St

Fort Worth 76110-3214
817-924-7776
pact1924@sbcglobal.net

Write-way Prison Ministries Inc
Rodger Turley

PO Box 461582

Garland 75046-1582
972-840-9798

972-864-9692 Fax
writewaypm@verizon.net
Www.writewaypm.org

Cross Prison Ministries Inc
Carole Ross

PO Box 412

Gatesville 76528-0412
254-865-5163
crossprisonministry@earthlink.net
www. liferow.org

Discipleship Unlimited

Terry Strom

PO Box 145

Gatesville 76528
254-831-0016
terjean@msn.com
www.discipleshipunlimited.org

Spirit House Ministries
Leslie Culver, MAC
Executive Director

PO Box 2474

Georgetown, TX 78627
512-591-4848
www.spirithouseministries.org
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1’2’3’4’
5,6,9,10

Morning Star Jail/Prison Ministry
Rev Robert L Buchanan

2251 El Paso

Grand Prairie 75051

972-647-1445
setatlibertyl@aol.com
WWWw.morningstar-baptist.org

10 Encouraging Word Ministries
Margaret Hackler
PO Box 5148
Gun Barrel City 75147

10 Open Arms Ministry
Steve & Diana Moore
PO Box 529
Hillsboro 76645
254-580-2935
mrst24dbt@aol.com

1,3, Bridges To Life
John Sage
PO Box 19039
Houston 77224
713-463-7200
jsagel@aol.com
www.bridgestolife.org

1,9 Crossover USA
Gary R Nichols
911 Westmont
Houston 77015
713-545-7991
713-455-7060 Fax
gnichols@crossoverusa.com

1,3,4,5,
8,9,10

Epiphany Ministries of Texas
Chuck Talbot

PO Box 590578

Houston 77259
chucktal@msn.com
www.texasepiphany.com

Initiatives for America's Youth
Boone Vastine

15153 Kimberley Ct

Houston 77079-5130
281-493-4556

layjjm@aol.com

5,7,10

9 Jail Chaplaincy Ministry
Freddie Wier
PO Box 30262
Houston 77249-0262
713-569-2929

1,2,3,4,5, Morning Star Baptist Church
6,9,10 5110 Crane ST
Houston 77026-3908
713-674-7170

1,2,5,7,8

1,7,9

1,2,6,
9,10

1,2,3,5,
7,9,10

1,34,
6,9,10

2,7

Newgate UMC/Onesimus Journey 2
Rev. Marvin Hood

3827 Broadway @1-45S

Houston 77017

832-567-0758
marvelous272003@yahoo.com

Oil of Joy for Mourning

Rev Rhonda Arias

PO Box 720768

Houston 77272-0768 1,2,6
713-419-1214

oilofjoy@sbcglobal.net
www.oilofjoyformourning.org

Path to Freedom Ministry

St. John’s Downtown UMC

Jonathan Chism

2019 Crawford Street 1
Houston 77002

713-659-3237 ext 4020

713-659-2236 Fax
jchism@stjohnsdowntown.org
www.stjohnspathtofreedom.org

Restored to Christ

Harold Travis 1,2,3
14147 vy Bluff Ct

Houston 77062

281-488-5110

281-488-8218 Fax
harold@clearlakemethodist.org

Servants of Christ Prison 1,2
Ministry
Sibble Knight
PO Box 111275
Houston 77293-0275
281-449-2703
1,2,3,
Skills for Life Inc
James Arnold
PO Box 38553 Suite 113
Houston 77238
281-733-1223
arnojl@msn.com
wwe.skillsforlifepm.com 1,2,4

Spirit Key Inc

Allen Rice

13617 Kaltenbrun Rd
Houston 77086
281-971-0014
office@spiritkey.org
www.spiritkey.org

The WorkFaith Connection

Patricia Taul

Community Partner Manager 6
10120 Northwest Freeway, #200

Houston, TX 77092

713.984.9611
ptaul@workfaithconnection.org
www.workfaithconnection.org

Vision City Church

Pastor Rick Vasquez

4300 W. Bellfort

Houston 77035

Espafiol /English
713-270-9434
visionchurch2011@gmail.com
www.visionchurchhouston.com
www.rickvasquez.org

Covenant Fellowship

Rev David Valentine

PO Box 10769

Huntsville 77340
936-435-0993
dbhvalentine@suddenlink.net
www.cfhuntsville.org

Elkins Lake Baptist Church
Rev Ken Hugghins

206 State Highway 19
Huntsville 77340-7152
936-295-7694

936-295-3388 Fax
www.elbc.org

Episcopal Diocese of TX RIM
Edwin Davis

PO Box 388

Huntsville 77342
936-662-3842
edsalpc@yahoo.com

Faith Temple Holiness Church of
God in Christ

2614 Montgomery Rd

Huntsville 77340

936-438-8750

First Baptist Church

First Contact Family Ministry
1229 Avenue J

Huntsville 77340-4698
936-291-3441
www.fbchuntsville.org

First Baptist Church
Welcome Back Ministry
1229 Avenue J
Huntsville 77340-4698
936-291-3441
www.fbchuntsville.org

Bill Kleiber
800-998-3004
kleiber@shcglobal.net
www.thewelcomeback.org

Hospitality House

Debra McCammon

912 10th St

Huntsville 77320-3937
936-291-6196
www.thehospitalityhouse.org
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7 Restorative Justice Ministries 1,6,10  Texas HOPE Literacy Inc 2 Lee P Brown C. J. Institute
Network Lucy Smith Dr. Tracy Andrus, Director
Bill Kleiber, Exec Director PO Box 905 Wiley College
1229 Avenue J Hurst 76053-0905 711 Wiley Ave
Huntsville 77340 817-919-3161 Marshall 75670
936-291-2156 hopeliteracy@sbcglobal.net 903-923-2420
kleiber@shcglobal.net www.texashopeliteracy.com tandrus@wileyc.edu
Www.restorativejusticenews.net
Www.rjmntexas.net 1 The Brotherhood of St Andrew 3 Hope For Healing Ministries Inc
Oliver Osborn Susan Edwards
Anita Parrish, Ministry Assistant PO Box 537 PO Box 9331
arparrish@sbcglobal.net Lake Jackson 77566-0537 Midland 79708
979-297-6217 214-477-2610
2,6,7 Bill Kleiber sedwards@hopeforhealingministries.org
800-998-3004 1,2,7,100 Freedom in Jesus Ministries www.hopeforhealingministries.org
kleiber@shcglobal.net Don Castleberry
www.thewelcomeback.org PO Box 939 1 P.T.C. Prison Ministry
Levelland 79336 Bobby Griffin
1 TDCJ Chaplaincy Operations 806-778-3923 PO Box 633741
Bill Pierce, Director 806-897-0730 Fax Nacogdoches 75963
1060 State Hwy 190 E fijm@nts-online.net 936-559-0070 .
Huntsville 77340 ptcm_griffith@hotmail.com
936-437-4975 123 Ivar missi
936-437-4988 Fax 8’(3’):97:10 JCOZ‘I;ZU);SC ommision 2,57,  Freedom House Discipleship
billy.pierce@tdcj.state.tx.us PO Box 100 8(M),9,10 Jami Butts
www.tdcj.state.tx.us Lindale 75771-0100 1517 Custer
903-882-5501 Odessa 79761
3 TDCJ Victim Services 903-882-7282 432-661-9503
Janic Sager joefauss@calvarycommission.org freedomhouse05@gmail.com
PO Box 949 www.calvarycommission.org www.odessadreamcenter.com
Huntsville 77432
936-437-4942 2,7,10  Cristo Es La Roca Prison Ministry 2,6,9,10  Loops (Loved Ones of Prisoners)
Janice.sager@tdcj.state.tx.us 6504 Quaker Ave #305A Leland & Linda Maples
Lubbock 79413 PO Box 14953
1,7 The Old Time Religion Hour Inc 512-709-9454 Odessa 79768-4953
Rev George Lupo paulinagmz@yahoo.com 432-580-5667
PO Box 1225 432-580-8299 Fax
Huntsville 73342 10 Exodus Prison Ministry leland@loopsministries.com
936-293-8000 Joyce Hargis www.loopsministries.com
4243 34th Street
15 University Heights Baptist Church Lubbock 79410 1,2,3,4, Mike Hooker Ministries
Bro Richard Rogers 806-791-3673 8(B),9 Mike / Charlotte R Hooker
2400 Sycamore Ave 806-780-9780 Fax PO Box 143
Huntsville 77340-6120 joyce@exodusprisonministry.org Queen City 75572-0143
936-295-2996 www.exodusprisonministry.org 903-796-5297
office@uhbc.net 214-796-6592 Fax
www.uhbe.net Simple Acts Ministry
Ted M. Zobeck 1,2,3, Operation Oasis
2,5 Winner's Circle Juvenile Program P. O. Box 6601 6,7,10 Michael Lee
Kent Lucas Lubbock, TX 79493 302 Centennial Blvd
550 Elkins Lake 806-407-4726 Richardson 75081-5057
Huntsville 77340 806-928-8345 972-437-3801
936-436-9467 ted@simpleactsministry.org 972-437-3139 Fax
winnerscircletexas@sbcglobal.net www.simpleactsministry.org mlee@opera_tlon—oa_ms.org
WWw.operation-0asis.org
3,4,5,6, Mercy Heart@ Christ Memorial 2 Harvesting Inter’l Ministry Center
7,10 Stephen Drake 560 Easy Dr 2 One Man’s Treasure Clothes Closet
241 W Bedford-Euless Rd Mansfield 76063 Annette Jenkins
Hurst 76053 817-453-3663 519 E 1-30 #211
817-285-1671 Rockwall 75087
cmcc1999@sbcglobal.net 2 Marshall Re-Entry Ministries 888-433-9826
www.CMCCfamily.org 1900 Olive St onemanstr@yahoo.com
Marshall 75670 WWWw.onemanstr.org
1,6,7 Prison Fellowship Ministries 903-472-2762
Kelly Purselley Tandrus26@gmail.com 1,2 Amen Prison Ministries, Inc.
PO Box 54987 Dr. Nick Campos
Hurst 76054 PO Box 681224
Kelly_purselley@pfm.org San Antonio 78268
www.prisonfellowship.org 210-433-5998
210-381-1702 FAX
ncampos4@satx.rr.com
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1,2,3,4,5,
6,7,8,9,10

1,2

1,4,6

1,9

3,4,7,10 The Faith Based Counselor Training

Joy Prison Ministry
Ura White

PO Box 7324

Spring 77387-7324
281-253-8342

C. J. Ministry Archdiocese

of San Antonio

Deacon Bob Leibrecht

Good Shepherd Catholic Church
1065 E Live Oak Rd

Schertz 78154

210-658-4350

210-658-7051 FAX
leibrecht@sbcglobal.net
http://www.archsa.org

Trinity RIM

Galynn Ferris

3919 Snag Ln

Spring 77388
281-352-3913
galynn@trinityrjm.com
www.trinityrjmn.com

Accepting Grace Ministries Inc
Joe / Betty Waggoner

PO Box 983

Stamford 79553-0983
325-773-2248
bettyj@camalott.com

Houston Trinity Prison Ministry
Romeo Pena

PO Box 1411

Sugar Land 77487-1411
713-906-3407

r.pena@ssss.com

Fruitful Harvest Prison Ministry
Charles Sickles

P.O. Box 1130

Sulphur Springs 75483-1130
903-885-1424

903-348-6415
fruitfulharvest@verizon.net

Institute

Dr. Michael Haynes

PO Box 5253

Temple 76502-5253
254-231-4334

254-231-4336 Fax
FBCTI@aol.com
www.FaithBasedCounseling.com

1,2,7

2,3,6
7,10

1,9

Christian Restorative Justice
Mentors Assoc

Murray Batt

PO Box 131412

The Woodlands 77393-1412
281-292-0442
mail@crjma.org
WWW.Crjma.org

Bridging The Gap Ministries

Deb Chachere

PO Box 131747

Tyler 75713-1747

903-539-6797
bridgingthegap@flash.net
www.bridgingthegap.freeservers.com

Christian Men’s Job Corps of Tyler
Charles Smith

200 N Beckham Ave

Tyler 75702

903-593-8827

903-312-7298 Cell
info@cmijc-tyler.org
www.cmjc-tyler.org

Restorative Justice Ministry
Green Acres Baptist Church
Judy Turner

1607 Troup Hwy

Tyler, TX 75701
903.593.8857
judyt@mail.gabc.org

House Where Jesus Shines
Pastor Nilsa Latimer
18320 Gholson Rd
Waco 76705-5823
254-829-2100
254-829-0252 Fax
thwjs@msn.com
Wwww.opendoorwaco.org

8(Deaf Men) Healing Hands Ranch

1,3,4,6,7,
9

Johnny McCollum

PO Box 1455

Willis 77378
936-890-8562
www.deafprison.org
www.healinghandsranch.org

RJM Family Service and Mediation
Center

Urbano Gonzalez

PO Box 581

1,7,9,10

1,7,9,10

VIRGINIA

1,5,9,10

8 (M&F)

Woodville 75979
409-283-2877
rjimfsc1@sbcglobal.net

Woodyville Church of Christ
Prison Ministry

PO Box 276

Woodville 75979-0276
409-283-5977
woodvillecoc@shcglobal.net

Cornerstone Prison Ministry
Chaplain Al Gibbons

PO Box 1672

Wylie 75098-1672
972-896-7081
cspmin@clearsail.net

Good News Jail & Prison
Ministry

Dr Tom Beckner

PO Box 9760

Richmond 23228-0760
804-553-4090
804-553-4144 Fax
info@goodnewsjail.org
www.goodnewsjail.org

Loudoun Aftercare Program
Debora Lavin, President
44180 Riverside Parkway
Lansdowne 20176
703-554-8469

703-738-7158 FAX
info@loudounaftercare.org
www.loudounaftercare.org

WASHINGTON

1,4

His Sufficient Grace Ministries
Larry Groom

2424 130th PI SE

Everett 98208-6708
425-357-8596
ldgroom@comcast.net

Prisoners for Christ Outreach
Ministry

Greg Von Tobel

PO Box 1530

Woodville 98072-1503
425-483-4151

425-467-1680 Fax
gvt@pfcom.org
www.pfcom.org

Would you like to have your ministry listed in the Ministries Directory of the R. J. NEWS

and the RJMN of Texas website—http://rjmntexas.net/ministry_links.htm?

Contact Anita Parrish at arparrish@sbcglobal.net
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New Documentary on Role of Faith in Prisons

EthicsDaily.com has released a new documentary on prisons and faith — Through the Door, a title that highlights the
gate through which Christians walk to visit those in prison and from which emerge those whom Christians should welcome back
into society.

The documentary explores the initiatives of churches and faith-based organizations in Indiana, Tennessee, Texas and
Virginia. Featured is the work of Restorative Justice Ministries Network, with footage of and interviews with its executive direc-
tor, Bill Kleiber, and founder, Emmett Solomon.

Interviewees speak to the issues of prescription drug abuse, addiction, mental health, the role of religious volunteers and
chaplains, and the often-overlooked stresses of prison officials.

Stories of redemption and hope run through the documentary.

"What we found in producing the documentary is a convergence of cooperation across denominational and theological
boundaries to address the prison issue. It is one place where houses of faith are making a measurable difference for the common
good," said Robert Parham, executive editor of EthicsDaily.com and executive director of its parent organization, the Baptist
Center for Ethics.

In addition to the story and work of RIMN, the documentary captures an unexpected program at the Wabash Valley
Correctional Facility in Carlisle, Ind., and another success story involving the Nashville-based prison ministry for women, The
Next Door.

Two versions of the documentary appear on a single DVD: a short version (28 minutes) is designed for a public forum
while a long version (53 minutes) is designed to be used in churches as a moral education resource over a four-week period.

A discussion guide with supplemental resources is available at the website www.EthicsDaily.com.

To order “Through the Door” go to http://www.ethicsdaily.com/mod/ecs/index.php?ViewProduct=145.

Criminal Professionals Appreciation Day via Texas
Baptist Men

Thank you Texas Baptist Men for organizing Criminal Justice Professionals Appreciation Day in 10 Texas Prisons for
all three shifts.

Texas Baptist Men facilitated volunteers with Bonded Leather Bibles, gospel tracts, "Meet Jesus Christ" booklets,,
snacks, candy, ink pens, pill and pocket organizer and warm conversations for hundreds of Correctional Officers across Hunts-
ville, TX.

One Officer on second shift at the Huntsville Prison Unit had a startled look on his face as he shook hands. He said. "I
never had anybody tell me thank you before."

It was heartwarming to watch their solemn faces break out in smiles from receiving kind words. There was definitely a
bounce in some of their steps as they walked away thumbing through the new Christian literature.

We should all do a better job conveying thanks to our dedicated professionals within the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice. They have a difficult and sometimes thankless job carrying out their mission: "Provide public safety, promote positive
change in offender behavior, reintegrate offenders into society, and assist victims of crime."”
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Ending the Pre-School to Prison Pipeline

Continued from Page 1

Development of good character is a function of modeling, explicit instruction, and consistency. Partnership between
home and school is the ideal. Incentives and discipline methods that hold violators accountable for their wrongdoing and educate
them about the effect of misbehavior on others is necessary. Respect is an important ingredient in any system. Restoration of
right relationships between the person who engaged in misbehavior and the victims is the immediate goal of any system.

The long range goal is permanent conduct change by understanding first the pain caused to others and second, to self by
inappropriate behavior. Punishment works to change behavior for only a small number, teaches the use of force, and generates
resentment and anger. Peace and compliance is rarely the outcome in punishment centered systems which are certainly a hall-
mark of Texas law, prisons, and school discipline.

The Zero Tolerance Experience

Zero tolerance “solutions” have been a disaster for children, families, society and state. Out of this experiment in disci-

pline has come the phrase, “School to prison pipeline” which, in fact, has research support.
Discretionary expulsion and placement in Disciplinary Alternative Education Program (DAEP) outnumber mandatory removals
three to one. Where one goes to school is a greater predictor of school response to misbehavior than the actual behavior. Howev-
er, the student who is removed from the regular classroom is likely to be African American or a special education student. Both
groups are significantly over represented in discretionary removals.

The overall statistics on suspensions and expulsions show 59.6 percent of all students in grades 7-12 experience at least
one of the disciplines; 25 percent experience five or more. Put differently, only 41 percent of all students do not experience sus-
pension or expulsion. (NYT).

Excerpts from Research Findings

The American Psychological Association study of Texas found that zero tolerance may have actually increased discipli-
nary problems and dropout rates..., exacerbated the problems of over-representation of minority and emotionally disabled stu-
dents....

“School suspension in general appears to predict higher future rates of misbehavior and suspension among those who
are suspended.”

“In the long term, school suspension and expulsion were associated with a higher dropout rate and failure to graduate on
-time.”

Academic progress and suspensions are inversely related.

“Zero tolerance policies have increased referrals to the juvenile justice system for infractions that were once handled in
the schools, resulting in the school to prison pipeline.”

“By subjecting students to automatic punishments that do not take into account extenuating or mitigating circumstances,
zero tolerance policies represent a lost moment to teach children respect and a missed chance to inspire their trust of authority
figures.” Safer Saner Schools, Transforming School Culture reported by the American Psychological Association.

The Restorative Discipline Approach

The underlying truth behind restorative discipline is that life is fundamentally about relationships and all people need
respect, recognition, and nurture. Listening to others, as well as self-expression, is necessary to have healthy relationships. Lis-
tening and being listened to validate self-worth. Misbehavior often is motivated by the need for Continued on Page 17
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Ending the Pre-School to Prison Pipeline

Continued from Page 16

attention. Misbehavior, including that which imposes personal harm to another person or group must be addressed for the sake of
the victim(s) and the perpetrator, as that person must change to be successful in society. How best to right the wrong and teach a
good lesson to the participants is the question. All agree that the perpetrator must be held accountable for the action. Restorative
Discipline advocates argue that the offender must understand the harm s/he has caused. Since 99.5 percent of the population has a
conscience, it is safe to say that empathy is a teacher—*I don’t want what I did, done to me.”

A proactive approach to school discipline would provide a “check-in time” every morning for students to express how
they are feeling in a safe environment. Such a structure would provide a process that could be called “preventive,” conditioning
participants to a mechanism for respectful listening and allowing expression of feelings and conditions that might lead to out-
bursts and anti-social behavior in stressful conditions. Conflicts, however, will occur. When they do, the same structure may be
utilized to reconcile the parties and set right relationships among them. These are “responsive” events to mediate harmful acts by
one or more students against a classmate or the class. (Disrupting class is an offense against all as opposed to cursing an individu-
al).

Both proactive and responsive processes use a “circle” configuration which allows all participants to be face-to-face
with each other. Rules require a trained facilitator (teacher or peer-mediator) to convene the activity and allow all to express
themselves.

The person who has been harmed wants and needs to be listened to and the individual who is guilty of wrongdoing
needs to hear and feel the pain s/he has caused to another. In addition, the one who offends needs to “get outside of self.” Most
harmful behavior is caused by someone wanting something for themselves and consideration of others is not a part of the equa-
tion. The results of a circle process may include apology, forgiveness, agreement on what the offending party needs to do to make
it right to restore harmony and a plan of action. Accountability, consequences, learning life lessons and restoration of peaceful
relationships are the ideal outcomes.

A school that adopts restorative processes is a school that has experienced a cultural revolution. It can expect far fewer
disruptive events and consequently far fewer suspensions and expulsions. Expect pro-social behavior, higher grades, and higher
graduation rates. Good outcomes include fewer school referrals to the courts breaking the school to prison pipeline and creation
of positive behaviors.

What Studies Tell Us

Studies and comments from those who have instituted Restorative Discipline in the schools, public and private, reveal
that one key person led the charge for change: a principal, police officer/school resource officer, or social worker. When the pro-
posal is presented to the teachers, there is often resistance. There is disbelief and cynicism at work on their part because they are
accustomed to punishment centered responses to discipline problems, although they likely did not apply that standard to their
own children! They fail to see that sitting in a circle with the person one has harmed is harder than Disciplinary Alternative Edu-
cation Program (DAEP) and a far greater teaching opportunity. They also fail to see that if restorative methods fail, all the old
punitive methods still exist! The bottom line problem is the natural resistance to change and effort to learn something new.

The Edward White Middle School in San Antonio is part of the Northside School District which holds the distinction of

suspending more students than almost any other school district in Texas. Continued on Page 19
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From the Inbox

Clases De Ingles Gratis!
Gratis son los clases de Ingles como segundo idioma a adultos que desean aprender a hablar en Ingles.
Cada Domingo 3:30 PM - Crosspoint Church 4601 Bellaire Blvd Houston, TX 77401, 713-270-9434 www.iglesiabilingue.com

Free ESL classes at basic, intermediate and advanced levels for adults who desire to speak the English language. 3:30pm every
Sunday at Crosspoint Church, 4601 Bellaire Blvd, Houston, TX 77401, 713-270-9434, www.iglesiabilingue.com

Smart on Crime—2 decades of work

I encourage you to take time to read the "Smart Justice" piece put together by Marc Levin and Sarah Rumpf (http://
justicesummit.org/documents/Marc_Levin_and_Sarah_Rumpf_Smart_Justice_Initiatives_Around_the Country.pdf). Many of
us have been working on these issues for 2 decades. More and more of our leaders are now beginning to get the message that
Smart on Crime is the way to go. You may feel free to use the report anyway you would like to further our message. This sec-
ular piece does not mention Faith Based Ministries. However you know that we were at the heart of the 'ramp-up’ of Smart on
Crime. The thousands of Citizen VVolunteers which we bring to the issue form the political base for Smart Justice.

We need to make a big effort to inform our people and congratulate them on what they have allowed God to do
through them as they continue to go forth to minister in the justice arena. Grace and Peace, Emmett Solomon

Indigent and choosing to change their lives through recovery with Jesus Christ

Praise God! The Oaks of Righteousness transitional and recovery house for female ex-offenders will be opening
this spring in Humble. This ministry is a calling from God and established by God for His daughters in Christ who have lost
their way, but desire a change to become the women that God intends them to be. With mentoring, recovery sessions, group
counseling, job placement and lots of love and encouragement, up to 6 female residents will have the opportunity to be trans-
formed and renewed in a home for 6 months to one year.

Please contact us to present our story to your church or civic organization. The support of the Christian community
and community services will give these women another opportunity to be transformed and renewed. The Oaks of Righteous-
ness is in need of a used, 7 passenger vehicle to transport the women to recovery classes, job opportunities and daily needs. If
you can help this ministry, please contact bwhittier@kingwoodcable.com. The Oaks of Righteousness is a 501©3 ministry: PO
Box 1731, Humble, TX 77347,

The Prison Bible—Special prison ministry discount price

Ever heard about The Prison Bible? It’s a unique Scripture resource created specifically for inmates! The Prison Bi-
ble is available for purchase at the special prison ministry discount price of $69.12 for a case of 24 ($2.88 each). A single
copy is also available for $5.25 each.

Call Bible League International’s Bible Store at 888-542-4253 or go to http://www.store.bibleleague.org/

Success in their careers yet still searching for hope— Defining Moments—FREE download

Defining Moments is a 30-minute presentation that shares the stories of three individuals — illusionist Jim Munroe,
NFL player David Tyree and musical artist Lacey Sturm — all of whom found success in their careers yet still searched for
hope. Clips of messages from Billy Graham are woven in the testimonies. It is a powerful and clear presentation of the gospel
and can be viewed online or downloaded at http://myhopewithbillygraham.org/programs/#bonus-programs.

A special free resource is available to Chaplains. The Prison Box containing one Defining Moments DVD and 25
booklets can be ordered by calling 1-800-801-3953. The booklet describes the program and includes a copy of Living in Christ
for use as a discipleship guide for new believers. You will also receive a follow-up envelope and a copy of The Cross
DVD. For additional information or to order up to 5 copies of The Cross go to www.myhopewithbillygraham.org.
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170 Year Tradition Led By Huntsville First Baptist

Huntsville First Baptist Church has been plowing the mission fields of Texas for 170 years.

Imagine 150 years ago when a husband and wife team would leave Huntsville behind a team of horses. Pulling a wagon
loaded with Bibles, Hymnals and a foot organ. Missionaries from Huntsville FBC proceeded to baptize new converts along the
Trinity and Brazos Rivers, and consecrate marriages throughout the Texas Gulf Coast. Worship services were conducted in the
open air with settlers coming from miles around for food, fun and Christian fellowship. Pioneering missionaries would exchange

the Bibles they brought for food and necessities.

Huntsville "First Church™ continues a 170 year tradition by evangelizing the largest mission field in Texas. Over the
past twelve years Welcome Back volunteers from First Baptist have greeted over 300,000 individuals and their families as newly

returning citizens were released from the Huntsville Prison Unit.

Prison ministry is the largest mission field in Texas. 90% of Texas prisoners will be released and become neigh-
bors. Many of the men and women being released from prison have experienced spiritual awakenings. Over 20,000 volunteers
venture into Texas prisons to share the promises of God. Huntsville FBC knows the value of greeting these individuals, their
families and providing good orderly direction. Welcome Back programs now operate in 16 state jails and 18 parole offices to

provide resources, restore lives and invite families to neighborhood churches for continuing sanctification.

We cordially invite you to start a tradition in your neighborhood to reach out to lost families. Restorative Justice Minis-
tries Network will provide you the contact information for struggling families near you. All you have to do is contact the fami-

lies, direct them to helpful resources in your neighborhood and invite them to church. We trust God to take care of the rest.

You could start a 170 year tradition today by contacting Restorative Justice Ministries Network and volunteering your

time to guide needy families near you.

Ending the Pre-School to Prison Pipeline

Continued from Page 17

It adopted restorative discipline in the 2012-2013 school year. First year results include an 84% drop in OSS (out of school sus-
‘pension, removed from school) and an overall drop in OSS, ISS (in school suspension, on campus, but removed from classroom)
and expulsions of 44 per cent. (UTSA on-line). This does not necessarily mean that there are fewer conflicts (although there
probably are). It does mean that teachers and administrators are handling them differently than the previous year. One year is not
much time to change culture and behavior of all parties: teachers, administrators, students, and school resource officers. The
school has made a three year commitment to the program and will assess at the end of that time. (UTSA on-line).

The promise of Restorative Discipline is changing a culture of schools and, over time, families and society into one
where peaceful relationships are the norm. The bottom line is that we must devote energy to reducing the flow into our criminal
justice system and that requires a complete rethinking of how parents, teachers, school administrators, police, prosecutors, and
others discipline children. We in the restorative justice movement must broaden our horizons and become educators of the public

and public officials and we must start today!
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From the Chairman’s Perspective

By Ed Davis, Chair, RIMN

Dickens long ago noted that “it is the best of times; it is the worst of times.” What we do today shapes the possibilities
of tomorrow. We look at the stalemate in Washington and ask whatever happened to a spirit of cooperation and shake our heads,
but it is also possible that “they are us.” Have we become hard, self-righteous and uncooperative as a people?

Scripture says there is one Lord, one God and Father of all and one church, not 250 denominational silos. Jesus reminds
us of the “Great Commandment:” love God; love your neighbor as yourself. And Jesus says, “You shall do greater things than 1.”
The “you” is you plural—the Church.

We are called together to worship and then we are sent out to preach and care for the widows and orphans, the poor, the
hungry and thirsty, the ill clothed, those without shelter, the prisoner and | would add, the victim and others that society closes its
eyes to. The Restorative Justice Ministries Network (RIMN) and many other ministries strive to do this work and we are indebt-
ed to you for your participation in it. Together we make a qualitative difference in people’s lives. There is no lack of opportunity
to serve God’s people!

Our difficulty is, however, not seeing others as God’s people and also not looking into the future to see the consequenc-
es of today’s public policy (and personal) decisions. | am pleased that Texas in recent years has made some decisions that are
good for people caught up in the criminal justice system. These include treatment beds, a hierarchy of sanctions to apply to parol-
ees who violate their conditions of release, chaplain restoration in prisons, a regional chaplain in every Parole district and the
encouragement of programs by Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) in our prisons. Is there much more to do? Abso-
lutely, yes there is and there always will be. For example, we see the newly released Council of State Governments Justice Center
report on the impact of the Harris County Public Defender’s on the justice system in the state’s largest county.

The conclusions of the study show that the Public Defender’s office has worked well with prosecutors and judges and
has made a positive difference in cases involving the poor and mentally ill in spite of very meager funding. Another notable find-
ing is that the Public Defender’s office provides much better representation than court appointed attorneys. The legislation creat-
ing the office applied only to Harris County. These findings and the others are the product of one well familiar to Texans, Tony
Fabelo, in collaboration with Carl Reynolds, and Jessica Tyler.

With literally thousands languishing in jails for months for alleged misdemeanor violations (yes, felonies too) awaiting
trial because they cannot afford bail, the coming of a public defender system throughout Texas would pose a blessing for the in-
digent who serve the longest in jail before trial and a blessing for counties paying for the incarcerated who are found not guilty.
Justice does not hold people in confinement who are not guilty and justice demands speedy trial. There is much work that needs
to be done here.

Another matter to do some thinking about is the relatively new jury option of Life Without Parole (LWOP). Texas juries
are handing out this sentence at an increasing rate as a preferred choice over the death penalty. The questions that beg to be asked
about the law and its effect are: do we really want to say that a young man or woman should spend forty, fifty or more years in
prison; are these felons incapable of changing; can the state of Texas afford to house individuals at a lifetime cost of $1.2 to $1.5
million dollars each; and, very long range, are correctional officers in danger as the percentage of LWOP inmates increase? Fi-
nally, should we ask victims what they want at some point when the pain of the crime event and the trial are not so raw?

In the first six years of LWOP 398 persons received the sentence, but the pace has picked up. In 2012, 94 LWOP sen-

tences were handed down. The trend line here is worth watching for both justice and economic reasons.
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Ministry Resources from Restorative Justice Ministries Network
1229 Avenue J, Huntsville TX 77340
Order online at: http://rimn.net/resources.html

Recommended for ministry people:

Challenging the Impossible: Discovering Beautiful Trophies for Jesus- Joe Fauss $13.00
The inspirational story of Joe and Charlotte Fauss, who have spent the past 31 years reaching out to prisoners.
The Real World of Restorative Justice Ministry- Pastor Dave Umfreville $13.00

Timeless principles in a restorative justice ministry arena. Dedicated to those who labor in this field.

Families on the Gallows of Criminal Justice - Roger Hollar $35.00
This is a complete manual for churches on doing ministry with at-risk families and children of inmates.

Ministry Action Awareness Clinic - Roger Hollar $13.00
Develops awareness of the at-risk nature of families & children of inmates. Introduces the Mercy Heart model for ministry.

Recommended for ministry & offenders:

Serving Time, Serving Others - Tom & Laura Lagana $18.00
Acts of kindness by inmates, prison staff, victims, and volunteers

Chicken Soup for the Volunteer’s Soul -Canfield,Hensen,Oberst,Boal,Lagana $18.00
Stories to celebrate the spirit of courage, caring and community

Chicken Soup for the Prisoner’s Soul -Canfield, Hensen, Lagana $18.00
Stories to celebrate the spirit of courage, caring and community

Karla Faye Tucker SET FREE-Linda Strom $12.00
Her Death-Row transformation captured the world’s attention. Uplifting, good read

Spanish version also available $12.00
Restoring Peace Using Lessons from Prison to Mend Broken Relationships - Kirk Blackard $13.00

Forward by John Sage, Founder, Bridges To Life A book about how to really restore any broken relationship.
Recommended for offender’s families and friends:

What Is Jail, Mommy? - Jackie A. Stanglin $13.00
It is the author’s firm belief that it is incumbent on each of us to provide age-appropriate facts to young

inquiring minds. To do otherwise will be evident in future generations. Spanish version also available $13.00
Family Arrested: How to Survive the Incarceration of a Loved One - Ann Edenfiel $16.00
Ann Edenfield is Executive Director of Wings Ministry, a ministry to families of inmates.

Audio tape book also available $23.00

An Inmate’s Daughter - Jan Walker
Jan Walker taught parenting and family relationships to adult felons for eighteen years.

She used her background and success with incarcerated dads to create this ‘true fiction’ novel $11.00
Recommended for offenders:
Man, I Need a Job- Ned Rollo $11.00
Provides offenders the insights and skills they need to find and keep a job following release
99 Days and a Get Up - Ned Rollo $13.00
A guide to success following release for inmates and their loved ones.
Life Without A Crutch - Ingraham, Bell, Rollo $11.00
An introduction to recovery from addiction
The Ex-offender’s Re-Entry Success Guide - Drs. Ron & Caryl Krannich $10.00
Smart choices for making it on the outside for good! Insights, advice, self-tests, examples and exercises.
Total $

All prices include shipping and handling. We can mail books to prisoners on your behalf.
SEND BOOK(S) TO:
INSTITUTION: INMATE #:
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: Z1P:
PURCHASER: PHONE:
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Book Review—
Love in a Cauldron of Misery by Kirk Blackard

Reviewed by Richard R. Blake, richard330@yahoo.com

A Challenging Approach to Christian Prison Ministry Today

love in a cauldron of misery

Kirk Blackard expertly combines poignant stories, interviews, and historical back-
ground to introduce the reader to a divergence of views, opinions, and perspectives on prison

reform, retribution, rehabilitation, and restoration within our country’s justice system.

The book is divided into two parts. In part one Blackard traces the historical perspec-

tives from the Colonial days to the recent explosive growth, overcrowding and crisis found in
today’s prisons. Part two presents four basic Biblical principles for prison ministry based on
Jesus: teaching the Gospel by living it, fostering forgiveness, building wholeness, and encour-

aging restoration.

Through the expressed opinions and observations of lay ministers, inmates, theologi-

ans, ethicists, criminologists Blackard interweaves these perceptions as they relate to the myriad kirk bimolard

of problems faced by prison officials, political pressure, the incarcerated, family members of the

inmates, faith based prison organizations, and the individual Christian reaching out in a ministry of love.

“Love in a Cauldron of Misery — Perspectives on Christian Prison Ministry” has opened my eyes to see the potential of
the power of Christian love to bring hope, redemption, and restoration to individual men and women condemned to misery be-
hind prison walls. | recommend the book be assigned as required reading for those considering careers in criminal justice and for

Christians exploring the opportunity of ministry with state and federal prisons or in local jails.
A complimentary copy of this book was provided for review purposes. The opinions expressed are my own.

Copies of the book are available through the Restorative Justice Ministries Network Store at: http://rimntexas.net/store.html.

When | surrendered, God changed my life

by Paul Owens, Fort Worth
The most awesome experience in my life was when God revealed my purpose, and gift. My purpose is to give hope to
men and women recently released from prison. My gift is to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Since April 2009 I've been
volunteering for Welcome Back Tarrant County, a non-profit organization that ministers to recently released convicted felons.
We serve an awesome God.
When John Johnson was first released from prison. He wanted to get involved in our ministry, so | began to mentor him.
His name stood out in my head; and it turns out John Johnson is the individual | had the disagreement with in 1985. That disa-
greement ended in me shooting him twice. God was really at work at this time. John forgave me, and we began to share how the
forgiveness of Christ was flowing down into our lives. We even shared our stories on the radio.
Jerry Cabluck is the founder of Welcome Back Tarrant County. | first meet Jerry in 2000, while confined in Tarrant

County God Pod. Today, | function as a volunteer chaplain and educational coordinator. Continued on Page 24
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God'’s story involving Emmett Solomon and Texas Baptist
Men

From Don Gibson

RJIJMN 20th Anniversary Celebration

March 28, 2014, Huntsville, TX

From the very beginning God had much more in His mind and heart than the initial group who first were involved with

Emmett in 1993.
God became the big attraction, not the RIMN. We discovered that God was inviting us to join Him in what He already

had planned to do. The men who joined with Emmett became a core ministry group. We all came together representing the vari-
ous ministries that became a network which God put Emmett in charge of; he was God’s man to lead us.

The first state-wide meetings began to influence and impact churches, people, organizations into a movement of God.
The faith-based initiative by our Governor, George W. Bush, Jr. , added the support needed to impact the Texas Department of

Criminal Justice (TDCJ). The Governor’s awards were a part of our state-wide meetings — a God-given awareness arose across

Texas and spread to other states.

One of the first Restorative Justice Ministries (RJM) awareness meetings was sponsored by Texas Baptist Men at the
University of Mary Hardin Baylor in Belton, Texas. That meeting brought various prison ministries together and as we talked,
we realized how all these various ministries complimented each other. Later we got the leaders together in Dallas and made a

video sharing the vision that Emmett had for RIMN. God was at work in us and through us.

Emmett helped us all put a new passion into the RIMN and keep it, our lives were changed. God opened the doors up

for more ministry awareness meetings across the state. We trained hundreds of new volunteers, their lives were changed, church-
es were changed.
We had hundreds of new volunteers going into prisons during Experiencing God Weekends. 75% of those volunteers

had never been in a county jail or a prison! God opened up the prisons by inviting us to go in! God was at work! T.D.C.J. rec-

ognized God was at work!

Wardens and Chaplains invited us to come. | made the statement: “Rehabilitation is not working. Regeneration is, to-

gether with Christian discipleship.

In all of this time, 20 years plus, during workshops, doing training, Emmett Solomon would always help us keep our

focus as RJ Ministry Leaders. His walk with God, his wisdom from God helped us all work for God, for His glory.

Emmett was and still is our real hero in leading us. His influence is on us all. His influence is very evident in the life of
Bill Kleiber, as Executive Director now.

As Executive Director for Texas Baptist Men, | would like to present the Texas Baptist Men’s “Finishing Well Award”

to Emmett Solomon as we celebrate this 20" anniversary of RIMN today here in Huntsville, Texas. We pray God’s blessings on

him in these tough days and nights.

The Benefits of Hiring Ex-Offenders

Texas HB 1188, 83rd Legislature — Regular Session, limits the liability of employers who hire persons

A

with past criminal convictions. This bill prohibits a cause of action to be taken against an employer, gen-
eral contractor, premises owner, or other third party solely for negligently hiring or failing to adequately supervise an employee

convicted of an offense, based on evidence that the employee has been convicted of an offense.
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When | surrendered, God changed my life

Continued from Page 22
I minister, and pray with people that are hurting, and | assist men and women with continuing their education. | aid them in com-
pleting their admission applications, and their financial aid applications.

Today, my life is a statement to every man and woman confined. And Yes! I still suffer the consequences for my past behav-
ior. Still today, looking back at my past is very painful for me. The reality of my situation is, | will probably suffer the negative
consequences for my past for the rest of my life.

For the past 5 years every employment interview has ended the same way. “Paul your awesome and | believe you’re just
what this company needs, there’s one last thing we need to do and we’re all set. “Criminal Background Check.” 5 years of rejec-
tion, and yet | keep getting up and showing up in the name of Jesus. The enemy is real, and he speaks to me often saying, “You’ll
never be accepted, just go back to the old life. You are attending college for nothing, no one will ever employ you.” The pain is
real, and | can’t help but wonder, “will | ever repay this debt to society?”

I thank God for a Godly wife and | trust God, and today | understand “my life does not just affect me.” If | give up, |
fail a lot of people, but most of all | fail myself; and my past is full of failures. Today | stand for something. I’m tobacco free,
alcohol free and drug free, and at the end of the day | have no regrets.

I sincerely believe God has a plan for my life, and if I hold on to His unchanging hand, He will make a way for me. To-
day, I’m a junior at Arlington Baptist College, working toward my bachelor’s degree in Biblical Counseling. | am also working
toward my LCDC (Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor) at the Institute of Chemical Dependency Studies. I’m a licensed

minister, and | recently began studying the bass guitar. | am what | am today only because of the grace of God.
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